BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
CONSTANCE GEORGINA GORE-BOOTH, born on 4th
February 1868, was the eldest child of Sir Henry
Gore-Booth, Bt, of LissadeU, Co. Sligo. Eva Selena
was the third child, and was born in 1870. Their
father was one of the largest landowners in the west
of Ireland. It must not be assumed that he was out
of sympathy with the peasants who were his tenants.
On the contrary, he maintained throughout his life
a friendly relationship with them. During the famine
of 1879-80 stores of food were kept at LissadeU and
freely given to the sufferers. He told me with pride
that he had always refused police or military pro-
tection when in the troublous times of land agitation
they were offered to him. He did not need them,
for he was a good landlord, never exacting high rents,
and ready to deal justly with his tenants. Lady Gore-
Booth started home industries to help the women,
and I saw beautiful needlework and lace made in her
school, and afterwards sold in England by her efforts
for the benefit of the makers. Later on the eldest
son took an important part in the Irish Co-operative
Agricultural Movement, devoting his time and energies
to the building of creameries, the cultivation of bulbs,
and other activities.
It was in congenial soil that these children grew up,
on terms of intimacy and friendliness with the country
people, from whose lips they learned much of the
stories and legends of Ireland, But the extremes of
poverty which they saw around them seem to have
bitten deeply into the minds of both sisters, Even
then it was absolutely natural to them to believe
in equality and to fight for the downtrodden and
suffering, and to wish to share all they had with others,
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